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The  CHRISTCHURCH  TRAMPING  CLUB 
has members of all ages, and runs tramping 
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy 
(minimal experience required) to hard (high 
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also 
organise  instructional  courses  and  hold 
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut 
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for 
hire to members. Membership rates per year 
are $45 member, $65 couple, $25 junior or 
associate,  with  a $5 discount  for  members 
who  opt  to  obtain  this  newsletter 
electronically. 
For more about how the club operates, see 
the last two pages. 

Asdf
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Jiang, Gareth, Karl and Radu 
(from trip Mt Rolleston)

from trip MTB Old Ghost Road/ Denniston Plateau

http://www.ctc.org.nz/


Tramper of the Month: Adrian Radcliffe
Give us the short summary about yourself - job, family, where you are from, etc...I am a Quantity 
Surveyor working for Hawkins Construction.  I'm originally from Manchester UK where I was on 
the committee for the MAD Walkers (www.madwalkers.org.uk), a 20’s and 30’s hiking group 
based in Manchester, as weekend trips coordinator.  I have been tramping and mountaineering 
since my childhood -  first with my auntie and my parents, then the Air Cadets before the 
Ramblers in 2008.  I hold a Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and a Mountain Leader's award as 
well as an outdoor first aider’s certificate.

I joined the CTC in July 2013.  Once I have found my feet and explored a bit I will be looking into 
organising some multiday and overnight trips , so watch this space!

Summit of Ben Nevis (Scotland) at Easter

During the last 10 years of hiking 
in Europe, Asia, Australia and - 
most recently - New Zealand, I 
have covered more 18,000 miles 
and ascended more than 150km. 
Though I have come across 
many different cultures there is 
one thing I have found 
everywhere and that is people 
with a passion for tramping and 
enjoying the great outdoors.  I 
have climbed many of the 
Munros in Scotland and all the 
Wainwrights in the Lake District 
(UK) and every peak over 3000ft 
in Wales as well as many peaks 
in the European Alps, the Polish 
Tatra and the Himalayas.

My first day tramp was Sumner over to Taylors Mistake with Bruce Cameron.  I thought I’d start 
on an easy social tramp to get to know people.  Also meeting Bruce opened my eyes to the plants 
to watch out for - namely Spaniards, Bush Lawyer and Matagouri.  My first weekend trip (and 
favourite hut so far) was a visit to Kirwans hut near Reefton.  I like the outlook from the hilltop in 
front of the hut where we watched the sunset and sunrise.

My most memorable tramp takes me back to Manchester in April 2012 when I led a group of 84 
people up onto Kinder Scout in the Peak District to celebrate the 80th Anniversary of the Mass 
Trespass (one of the key events leading to the UK’s Countryside Rights of Way Act). Though the 
walk moved at only snail's pace, it brought together three young peoples' groups from Sheffield, 
Leeds and Manchester to remember those who had walked before us to campaign for freedom of 
access to the countryside.

I am looking forward to all my upcoming tramps but I am probably most excited about visiting ice 
plateaus and mountain ridges and putting my ice skills to good use again...

What are my favourite things about tramping in New Zealand?  I love to escape and get away 
from everything - especially the roads and people of the city!  I also enjoy crossing rivers and wet 
feet - and rain has never bothered me!  

As well as tramping I am a keen road cyclist and kayaker and now I’m in New Zealand I may look 
at combining the lot into multisport events.  
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Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service 
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street) 
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If the departure 
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually 
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening 
or Saturday morning. 
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or 
contact the trip leader in advance.
CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about 
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the 
trip is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the 
club website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the 
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This 
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police 
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact 
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people 
start with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip 
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the 
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement with  your 
loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 
Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling 
Lounge), Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital).  A 
variety of social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits 
served.  If you can give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Silvia Horniakova 
021-264-8430 or email  silwika@yahoo.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm 
sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp.

Wednesday 27 November Club Night

Newsletter folding night: After folding the newsletters we can have some social time.

Saturday 30 November 
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Richard Lobb 351-2344 
richard.lobb@canterbury.ac.nz

Mt Lyndon: Mt Lyndon is the hill that overlooks Lake Lyndon just 
beyond Porters Pass. Starting from the south-west end of the lake 
we'll  climb ~700 m via a low saddle to the summit at 1489 m. 
Depending on conditions we might then head west, towards Red 
Hill with various bail-out options along the way.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 28 Nov
Map: BW21 
Approx: $25
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Sunday 1 December 7 am departure 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Andrew Tromans 379-2686 
atromans@gmail.com

Mt Kruse - Blue Mt - Mt Seymour crossover trip:  These three 
peaks  lie  in  the  St  James  Range,  running  south  from  Lake 
Tennyson and immediately west of the Tophouse Road. Ideally 
we will  need at least two cars and sufficient participants to run 
parties  in  both  the  northward  and  southward  directions.  After 
climbing ~800 m to the main spine of the range, there is about 8 
km  of  tops  travel  with  undulations  up  to  ~200  m  before 
descending back to the road. Note the 7 am departure time.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 28 Nov
Map: BT24 
Approx: $40

Tuesday 3 December 6:15 pm 
Departure  point:  Corner  of  Hillsborough 
Terrace and Heybridge Lane

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545 
981-2045 

CTC Hill  climb:  The CTC Hill  Climb is  a  weekly event  during 
daylight saving time.on Tuesday evenings, 6:15 pm, starting on 
Tuesday  1  October.  We  meet  on  the  corner  of  Hillsborough 
Terrace and Heybridge Lane, for 60-70 minutes of brisk walking 
up hill and down dale around Mt Vernon Park. No trip list.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 28 Nov
Map:  
Approx: $0

Wednesday 4 December Club Night

Annual BBQ Heathcote Valley: Annual BBQ - It's the top end of Heathcote park at the 
corner of Port Hills Rd and Bridal Path Road (just below the turn into the Gondola). Aim 
to arrive after 6:30pm. BBQs will be arranged. Bring all your own food and liquid, chairs + 
any sports gear for soccer or cricket, croquet etc....A great social time to catch up and 
celebrate Christmas arriving soon.

Saturday 7 December 7 am start 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 
bernhard.parawa@cdhb.govt.nz

Princess Bath: Mt Princess is a high peak (2126 m) north west of 
Lake Tennyson and directly north of Maling Pass. Tucked into a 
cirque on its southern slopes, and about 400 m below the summit, 
is  a  large  and  spectacular  tarn  called  Princess  Bath.  We  will 
approach this objective from the Clarence River by following the 
course of Princess Stream. Swimming togs are optional. Note that 
this will be an early start.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 5 Dec
Map: BT24 
Approx: $40
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Sunday 8 December 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Kaka Hill:  Kaka Hill is a ~1,000 m hill on the north eastern edge 
of Lake Coleridge and provides stunning views of the lake and 
surrounding  area.  A  great  opportunity  to  experience  this 
spectacular tramping area in a relaxed mode. Approximately 400 
m height gain. Lake Coleridge was named after the nephews of 
the  famous English  poet,  Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge.  They were 
members of the Canterbury Association involved in surveying the 
area for European settlement.

Grade: EasyMod
Closes: 5 Dec
Map: BW20 
Approx: $25

Wednesday 11 December Club Night

Trekking and Travelling in Peru and Bolivia:  Inca ruins, lush jungles, snow-capped 
mountains, tropical flowers and the MacKenzie Basin(!?!). Follow Ruth and Peter on their 
travels to Peru and Bolivia, which have all this and more.

Saturday 14 December 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905; 
365 8210 Tecbruce@gmail.com

Port Hills Wandering:  A look at another spur on the Port Hills, 
this  time  Captain  Thomas  to  Mount  Pleasant  via  gun 
emplacements. Returning via Richmond Hill Park and the Zigzag. 
Start  at  8 am to avoid the heat.  Terrain will  be tracks or open 
grazed  country.  Kids  OK but  contact  the  leader  first.  Time  ~5 
hours, height gain ~450 m.

Grade: Easy/family
Closes: 12 Dec
Map: BX24 
Approx: $5

Saturday 14 December 
Departure  point:  Z  (Shell)  Papanui  @  12 
NOON

Leader: Adrian Busby 325-5001 

RIVER  CROSSING  COURSE:  Undertaking  a  river  crossing 
course is the closest thing we have in the CTC to a compulsory 
training course, in NZ everyone heading to the hills, even easy 
day tramps needs to  have good river  crossing  skills  and more 
importantly the skill to decide not to cross! With a large number of 
our new members from overseas where river crossing skills are 
almost  entirely  absent  this  course  is  a  'must  do'  for  these 
members. Again get your name down on the list as this course fills 
fast and places are limited.

Grade: Training
Closes: 12 Dec
Map:  
Approx: None

Sunday 15 December 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Leader required 

Mt O'Malley:  Mt O'Malley is a ~1700 m peak often seen on the 
way to Mt Aicken, but rarely visited. It is readily accessed via the 
track from Arthurs Pass Village south of Devils Punchbowl Creek. 
From the summit there looks to be an interesting bush bashing 
route down the spur between Graham and Bretts Streams

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 12 Dec
Map: BV20 
Approx: $25

− 5 −



Wednesday 18 December Club Night

End of year break up (formerly "The Plate and Crate)::  This is the annual potluck 
dinner and the final social event for the year. The doors open at 6pm and eating begins 
at 6:30pm. Bring plenty of food to share and your own liquid refreshment. This is a great 
social night to catch up with friends as well as club members who do not usually come to 
club nights. Venue: the usual club night meeting room (Horticultural. Centre).

Saturday 21 December 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905; 
365 8210 Tecbruce@gmail.com

Ashley Gorge - middle bridge to picnic area: A classic club trip 
from the Middle Bridge to the Ashley Picnic Ground. Definitely wet 
feet, perhaps more! This is a safe, nontechnical river travel with 
some deep pools -- an ideal opportunity to practice water skills 
(including pack floating). Kids OK but contact the leader first. Time 
~5  hours.  If  the  river  is  unsuitable,  Mount  Brown  will  be  the 
alternative trip.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 19 Dec
Map: BW22 
Approx: $15 + $1 

donation

Saturday 21 December 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Foggy Peak: Foggy Peak is just beside Porters Pass - yes, let the 
car do most of the hard work. Start at 940 m with 800 m height 
gain up the stony slopes of Foggy Peak (1741 m) for lunch. Great 
views along the Torlesse Range and across to the Craigieburns. 
Return the same way.

Grade: EasyMod
Closes: 19 Dec
Map: BW21 
Approx: $15

Wednesday 25 December Club Night

No meeting - We are all out tramping or Xmasing: 

Saturday 28 December 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905; 
365 8210 Tecbruce@gmail.com

Peninsula  Wandering:  A  total  potluck  lunch  --  and  trip!  The 
leader is not sure where he's going. The route depends on whims, 
arm-twisters and other influences. Bring a shared picnic lunch and 
swimwear (no cooking facilities available). 8 am start avoids the 
heat of the day. Terrain - tracks or open grazed country with a 
swimable bay included. Kids are OK but contact but leader first. 
Time ~5 hours, height gain ~300 m.

Grade: Easy/family
Closes: 26 Dec
Map: BX24 BX25 

BY24
Approx: $25

Wednesday 1 January Club Night

No meeting - We are all out tramping or Xmasing: 
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Saturday 4 January 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022188 5905; 
365 8210 Tecbruce@gmail.com

Whites Gorge family day:  A SUPER EASY tramp catering for 
families, kids and buggies, but a great experience for adults as 
well. Distance is 4.2 km (around South Hagley is further!) Height 
gain ~70 mover about 5 hours. We will go along farm tracks to the 
Waipara River, then up the river to Whites Gorge. The terrain is 
farm tracks, open grazed country and river beds with a safe river 
swimming hole and opportunity to  go through the gorge.  If  the 
conditions unsuitable this trip will rescheduled and an alternative 
will run.

Grade: Easy/family
Closes: 2 Jan
Map: BV24 
Approx: $20

Sunday 5 January 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Flock Hill Escarpment:  Explore the amazing rocky escarpment 
where the first of the Chronicles of Narnia was filmed. We will start 
from the  Cave  Stream Reserve  and walk  up  to  and along the 
escarpment, then drop down to Flock Hill Stream for lunch. The 
return trip gives us great views of the escarpment. Approx 300 m 
height gain.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 2 Jan
Map: BW21 
Approx: $20

Wednesday 8 January Club Night

Tell us what you've been up to at Xmas:  If you did some tramping at Xmas, please 
come and tell us about it. Pictures are welcome.

Saturday 11 January 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905; 
365 8210 Tecbruce@gmail.com

Broken  River  water  trip:  Another  of  Bruce's  river  exploring 
tramps.  The  goal  is  to  travel  from  Cave  Stream  past  the  old 
Broken River Coal Mine to Slovenes Creek (Avoca Homestead). 
This  river  is  swift  in  parts  so be  prepared to  get  wet  feet  and 
probably more. Time ~5 hours. If the river unsuitable this trip will 
be postponed and an alternative will run. Tips: check this trip out 
from Mike's Flock Hill trip on 11 January. Bring spare clothes -- 
and a pack-liner is recommended

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 9 Jan
Map: BW21 
Approx: $15

Sunday 12 January 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366 
bryce.williamson@canterbury.ac.nz

Rakaia Spurs: The Spurs is a classic Canterbury trip in the Lake 
Coleridge area overlooking the upper Wilberforce valley and the 
Avoca. The last couple of CTC trips there have been very exciting! 
The complete Spurs trip  goes over  three  high  points  (1985 m, 
1964 m, 1902 m), ie around 1300m height gain plus a bit of up-
and-down.  Much  of  the  ridge  up  is  steep  and  there  is  some 
scrambling on the knobby bits, especially around the tops. Great 
fun for fit trampers with a bit of rocky-ridge experience.

Grade: Moderate+
Closes: 9 Jan
Map: BW20 
Approx: $30
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Wednesday 15 January Club Night

Some sights in Japan by Alan Ross: We take in Hiroshima, temples, food, toilets (yes 
seriously) and young women interestedly dressed. We did a little walking and I will show 
you what I found at 2,600 m also how come I spent NZ$100 to go on only a tame Ferris 
wheel and more!

Saturday 18 January 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905; 
365 8210 Tecbruce@gmail.com

Big  Ben  (and  perhaps  Ashley)  Saddle(s):  Located  east  of 
Mount Oxford are Big Ben and Ashley Saddles. The tramp winds 
up  over  rolling  farm  land  to  overlook  Ashley  Gorge,  the  Lees 
Valley Oxford and the Canterbury Plains. On our last attempt we 
were  defeated  by  swirling  clouds  and  hunters.  Bring  plenty  of 
water. The terrain is a mixture of exposed tops, farm tracks and 
grazed hills. Time 6+ hours, height gain ~500 m.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 16 Jan
Map: BW22 
Approx: $15

Saturday 18 January 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Sudden Valley: Sudden Valley is the home of a lovely little river, 
Sudden Valley Stream, which provides a very good summer water 
and rock hopping trip. After crossing the Hawdon, we start up the 
stream with numerous crossings. There is a short steep climb of 
200  m  to  negotiate  the  Barrier  Falls  and  gorge  and  then  we 
descend through bush to open river flats. We head to the Sudden 
Valley Biv for lunch and return the same way.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 16 Jan
Map: BV21 
Approx: $25

Wednesday 22 January Club Night

Outward Bound Scholarship:  Steffan Rolfe will  be presenting photos from a 21 day 
Masters  Course he attended at  Outward Bound in  Anakiwa during July & August  of 
2012.Outward Bound is considered to be somewhat a rite of passage for many New 
Zealanders. As a school they use outdoor activities and experiences to assist people to 
challenge themselves, push their boundaries and preconceptions, and to aid personal 
development.  If  you've  attended an  Outward  Bound  course  before,  come along and 
reminisce about your experiences. If you haven't, come along and find out what this NZ 
institution is about and what you're missing out on.

Saturday 25 January 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 022 188 5905; 
365 8210 Tecbruce@gmail.com

Mount Donald Area: Located overlooking the Waikari Plains with 
some  limestone  outcrops.  We start  from  Weka  Pass  following 
farm tracks then going over open farm country and grazed hills in 
a circuit back to the cars. Terrain - Farm tracks. Time 4+ hours, 
height gain ~300 m. Rehydration at the Waikari Cafe.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 23 Jan
Map: BV24 
Approx: $25
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Sunday 26 January 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Richard Lobb 351-2344 
richard.lobb@canterbury.ac.nz

Cloudy Hill/Mt Lyndon:  The plan, subject to a successful prior 
recce (and access permission), is to ascend Cloudy Hill (1442 m) 
from the Porter Heights Ski-field turnoff. We'll then make our way 
along the  tops to  Mt  Lyndon via  pts  1345 and 1456 m before 
dropping down a spur to the east to the Lake Lyndon picnic area, 
where we'll have left a car or bike. This trip will be at the easy end 
of  moderate,  with  a  total  height  gain  of  around  1000  m  and 
conducted at a relatively gentle pace. It should be a good step-up 
trip for easy-moderate trampers who want more off-track tramping 
experience in not-too-intimidating terrain.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 23 Jan
Map: BW20 
Approx: $20

Wednesday 29 January Club Night

Newsletter folding night: After folding the newsletters we can have some social time.

Sunday 2 February 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 

Lake Georgina/Mt Georgina/Red Lakes:  Situated in the alpine 
Lake Coleridge basin  tussockland area.  We set  out  from Lake 
Georgina (542 m), climbing up to Mt Georgina (944 m) for some 
great views We then descend through open scrub country to visit 
Red Lakes and out to the Lyndon Rd. The trip will involve a car 
shuffle.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 30 Jan
Map: BW20 
Approx: $30 + 

Accom

Sunday 2 February 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366 
bryce.williamson@canterbury.ac.nz

Mt Cockayne to Mt Wall:  Bryce wants to fill in a section of the 
main spine of  The Craigieburns that  he hasn't  yet  done. Plans 
aren't  yet  certain,  but  could involve using Dracophyllum Flat  to 
close the loop

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 30 Jan
Map: BW21 
Approx: $20

Wednesday 5 February Club Night

Adventures on the fringes of Antarctica: Falklands, South Georgia & Patagonia by 
Andy Pratt:  The land masses on the edges of the Antarctic Peninsula are exceptional 
places for outdoors adventures. Dramatic, glacier-cut scenery meets abundant wildlife 
feeding on the nutrient-rich sub-antarctic waters. This is a chance to follow in Darwin's 
footsteps  strolling  along  the  shores  of  Argentinian  Tierra  del  Fuego;  commune  with 
albatrosses and penguins on the Falkland Islands; kayak amid the stupendous scenery 
and wildlife of South Georgia; before heading for some inland adventures in Patagonia 
on  the  fringes  of  the  Southern  Patagonian  Ice  Field  -  the  world's  second  largest 
contiguous extra polar ice field. The Torres de Paine National Park in Chilean Patagonia 
is a haven for tramping: the Paine massif provides iconic glaciated scenery abounding in 
vertiginous rock faces. We will  explore some of the most famous tramps in the area 
including sections of the Torres del Paine circuit and the "W" in what turned out to be 
exceptionally good weather.
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Multi  day  trip  6-12  February  Date  to  be 
determined! 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Silvia Horniakova 021 264 8430 

Garden  of  Eden  -  February  2014  -  Around  Waitangi  Day: 
IMPORTANT - DATE TO BE DETERMINED - Limited numbers - 
contact leader. TRIP CUT OF DATE 10 JANUARY 2014 This trip 
will  likely  run  in  the  beginning  of  February,  probably  around 
Waitangi day, to get the best and most settled weather. You will 
need  to  be  flexible  on  ability  to  come  along  on  a  yet  to  be 
determined date. The trip would be 6-7 days. Best not to set the 
exact date, but rather wait for a massive high to settle over us and 
then go for it. Garden of Eden is a beautiful glaciated area in the 
head of Rangitata/Clyde River. I visited this area last year as a 
part of CTC trip and would like to return there and possibly take a 
group  of  keen  trampers  with  me.  We would  start  at  Erewhon 
station, walk up Clyde, then Francis river and access Gardens via 
Perth Col. Then we would spend some time on the Ice Plateau 
either crossing over to Garden of Allah and down Lambert Col or 
set  up  camp  at  Adams  Col  and  climb  something  from  there. 
People who want to join should be very fit, used to travelling off 
route, do multiple river crossings, happy to carry heavy packs (6-7 
days worth of supplies), have some experience with glacier travel 
roped up (however this can be shown beforehand in Chch). Good 
use of crampons and ice axe is necessary. It is a wild place, far 
from civilization, so we will have to travel as a group from start to 
finish.  It  can  be  a  hard  travel  at  times,  but  very  rewarding.  If 
anybody is interested please email me (silvia@bivouac.co.nz).

Grade: ModHard 
(requires 
snow skills)

Closes: 30 Jan
Map: BW17 
Approx: Contact 

Leader

Trip Reports
2 November 2013

Hooligan
On a very beautiful, sunny day, 5 keen trampers gathered at the usual meeting place on 
Papanui  Rd.  We  were  soon  joined  by  a  6&lt;sup&gt;th&lt;/sup&gt;  (he  shall  remain 
nameless) who had earlier pulled out due to fatigue (hangover after a night on the piss), 
but found that he could not let such a lovely day go to waste after all. 
So we headed off in two cars, with the plan being to leave a car at each end of the track. 
The Hurunui River turned out to be way too high to cross in the original spot, so we drove 
on in hopes of finding a shallow part. We found something even better – a swing bridge! 
We set  off  up  the  hill  with  Andrew and  Adam leading  the  way.  They led  well,  soon 
becoming two little dots in the distance. The rest of us decided that the day was too nice – 
and the views were too beautiful – to just run up the hill, so we set our own pace. 
After making it to the top of Hooligan, and having a quick snack break, we were once 
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again  urged  by  our  leader  to  get  up  and  go  go  go.  To  keep  things  interesting,  we 
descended through the bush, rather than going back the way we came. In no time at all, 
we were waist deep in matagari, spaniards, and all the other prickly things NZ has to offer. 
Natasha led the way on this part of the trip, because bushbashing is her idea of fun. The 
two frontrunners from earlier found that this kind of tramping was not to their liking, and 
were begging the rest of us to stop and wait for them, which we did, because we are nice 
people. Warwick then took over the leader’s role when we reached the trees, and Andrew 
then brought us back to the cars. 
Overall, a lovely day, topped off by a yummy dinner at the Nor’Wester Cafe in Amberley. 
Participants: Andrew Tromans (leader), Adam Marshall, Adrian Radcliffe, Kerry Maynard, 
Warwick Dowling and Natasha Sydorenko

15th November 2013

Mt Rolleston
After many trip cancellations due to weather and the trip leaders general decrepitness 5 of 
us headed to the CTC Arthurs Pass hut on a Thursday evening for a Show Day departure 
at 6am. 
What could possibly go wrong? 
Well not much it seemed. 
First a lack of snow up the Otira valley (compared to our September trip) meant we were at 
the bottom of the Otira slide by 7am. 
Good cramponing (mostly) saw us on the Low peak at 9am. And then some dithering by 
the trip leader at the base of the High peak (owing to a problematic schrund) saw the team 
looking for a solution to the gap between it and a steepish snow climb that loomed above 
it. 
Finally Gareth climbed into the schrund and by bridging across and creating some snow 
hand and footholds we had the opening we were looking for. 
Radu  backed  it  up  by using  his  superior  (but  diminishing),  (Ed))  bulk  to  improve  the 
footholds a couple of shoes sizes and we were back in business. 
Lunch on the High peak at 9.45 and we were looking across  a sea of West Coast cloud 
and the exposed drop to the Crow glacier. 

The wind was getting up so, carefully, very carefully, we descended using those same foot 
placements. No rope was required. 
It  stayed firmly in Gareths pack throughout all of this and soon we were admiring our route 
from the Low peak. 
From here a descent down the Otira valley through a procession of flowering Mt Cook lilies 
and we were back at the car at 2pm. 

If at first you don’t succeed …..! 
Team Rolleston:  Jiang Xiaoquiu,  Karl  Holdorf,  Radu  Popovici,  Gareth  Caves,  Richard 
Kimberley. 
Great effort all! 
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Classifieds
Classified Ads: Are available to CTC members at no charge.

More about the CTC
Club Officers

President: Andrea Zahn 382 1044

Senior Vice 
President: Alan Ross 384-6425

Junior Vice 
President: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

Secretary: Angela Lowery 03 3529914

Treasurer: Cristina Zablan 03 374 6354

Club Captain: Adrian Busby 325-5001

New Members 
Rep: Liz Van Ekeris 337-0948

New Members 
Rep: David Cockeram 337-0948

Day Trip 
Organiser: Bryce Williamson 351-6366

Weekend Trip 
Organiser: James Hopkins 03 967 5003

Social  
Convenor: Silvia Horniakova 021 264 8430

Gear Custodian: Thomas Matern 354-4309

Editor: Sam Cook 342-3735

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

Hut Bookings: Bernhard Parawa 337-3125

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real 
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back 
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please 
book before leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available. For keys and bookings, 
phone Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 or 027 212 7498; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 352-5329; 
or  if  they’re  both  away,  Andrew Wrapson  980-6006.  Hut  fees  are  $15  member,  $15 
member's  partner,  $20  non-member,  $5  kids  under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or 
maintenance required, please tell the hut convenor, Steve Bruerton, ph 322 6196. 
Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of 
equipment  for  hire.  The Gear Custodian is 
Thomas Matern,  ph.  354-4309.  Note:  club 
gear assigned to you is your responsibility; 
please take care of it. Please make sure you 
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to 
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily 
punctured when bush bashing or even lost. 
This may result in serious damage to your 
bank account! Please air and dry tents after 
taking them on a trip  even if  they are not 
used,  and  report  any damage to  the  gear 
custodian. 

Rates for Gear Hire:
Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor 
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 23 January 2014 – Thanks.
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